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large boweha]ls four desig-
nated to each of two compet-
ing teams, and a smaller tar-

get ball called a “pallino.”
Each of the two teams consists
of up to four players (the
Stamford league mandates
that each team have at least
four players) who take turns
tryingato place their bocce
ser to the pallino than
their opponent. The pallino is
g et Bl

e ame W e
throws it Be%weetr]f e court’s
center line, called a volo line,
and the pitch line, the hna
behind which players throw
their bocce balls. ' com-
pete to reach a designated
total, and the first team
' point wins.

‘I've been ‘playing for about

20 years,” said Umberto Stella,
a 40-something father whose
11-year old son, Travis, has

four years. “I'm a descendent
of Pat Masone, one of the first
guys who started the lsague.

“When I grew up we would
play in a couple courts we had
behind the racquetball courts.
But I've been here the whole
time. The heritage draws you
in. Trying to beat the old-
timers is a big thrill.”

. g athletes) in the
league, it hardly ‘dominates
the canvas that encompases
Scalzi’s eight courts.

“Oh my God, I've been play-
ing here 10 years,” said Frank
Francis, a 72-year old bar-
tender of the Piedmont Club.
He is also captain of the orga-
nization’s similarly named
bocce team, “The guys down at
the c.!gb wanted to get a team

together with all the members,
s0 we put toge .
“We're not deing great, but
we're having fi
a way to have

L night out. You
[
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the longer tradition of the

~ Stamford league.

“We've been here for 54
years, with these eight courts
for the past 25. Before that the
league played over behind the
basketball and tennis courts.”

Exactly where the league's
original two courts existed
seems to be a subject of

debate. What isn’t debated is
the superiority of the league’s
new playing courts. _
With gray gravel and sand
playing pits resurfaced in
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he said. “Bocee is a sport like
any other sport, and we take it
seriously. Right now we have
26 out of a possible 32 teams,
with a separate women's
league that plays on T'hulfs

days.

“But we need more young
people. We can't get a whole
lot of younger guys interested.
That's why we have an opén

~ invitation to the league

long as someone gives me ' a
call at 203-323-1455, they're
welcome to play Bocce isn't
just for Italians anymore. We
have (other ethnicitieﬁ) in the
league, too.”

As serious as some of t.he
team's take the scores, it
seems secondary to the atmes-
phere fostered by plenty of
cigars, wine, beer and sandy.
bocce balls. As tattoos, teatq‘ |
uniforms, alcohol and Italian |
exclamations flow together

seamlessly, the elements:
weave a tapestry of near um-:
versal celebration and com-
fort, regardless of outcome. !

“We play three games, how-
ever long it takes,” said Corbo |
as he passed out the final
bocce balls from a Scoopl
Away Kitty Litter container.
“We're not in a hurry as long
as people are having a gcadl
time." § |



